manoid shaped servo robots are
mome of the coolest robot kits

round. They are generally simple
to build, and the finished product is

agile and undeniably entertaining.
Robots this cool, however, often come
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with a hefty price tag. We've been
lucky enough to review two such kits
for SERVO so far. The surprising
nimble Robonova-1 from Hitec will run
you over $1,000, and the versatile
Bioloid kit from Robotis comes with a
price tag of about $900. These prices
likely put these bots out of the reach
of many casual hobbyists, which is a
shame because they have so much

to offer. The construction of these
robots is an excellent lesson in shrewd
engineering design, and there are
numerous competitions that cater to
this unigue type of bot at events like
RoboGames.

This month, we have the pleasure
of introducing the Robophilo from
Robot Brothers, Inc. The Robophilo is
pitched as the most

affordable of the
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humanoid servomotor
bots, and it certainly
makes good on that
claim with its scant
$400 price tag when
compared to its
competitors. But does
affordability sacrifice
quality, or is the
Robophilo agile enough
to hold its own in a

dance off, kung-fu, or soccer against
the Robonova and Bioloid? That's
what we aim to discover.

Like The Six Million
Dollar Man With a
99.995% Discount

The second half of Robophilo's
cryptic name stands for Programmable
Humanoid In Lifelike Operation. If the
other servo module humanoids that
we've gotten our hands on are any
indication, this moniker is certainly not
an exaggeration of its abilities. But for
us to check on that, we first need to
build the thing.

The Robophilo can be acquired as
the pre-built Ready-To-Walk form or in
kit form, and we were fortunate
enough to get the Robophilo in
pieces. The Robophilo kit comes with
a CD that contains all of the necessary
software and an electronic instruction
manual in pdf form. The kit also
comes with a rechargeable battery
pack and charger.

And, in case there was any doubt
about whether or not the Robophilo
was meant to be treated as a high
tech plaything, the instruction manual


















